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In the year 1880 the inconvénience of heving to pay for 
the postege of officiel letters out o£ their own privete pockets, 
end having to weit till the end of the quarter before the Govera- 
ment reimbursed then for the outlay, wes the cause of much 
complaint amongst officials. It was felt to be an injustice, and 
various other schemes were devised to supply them with stamps that, 
though retaining their frenking power, could not heconverted into 
cash, end thet were so marked 8s to be nlp aveileble for use on 
efiicial correspondence. $ 


Special stamps were suggested; it was thought of using 
the unappropiated die for the purpose, putting the name of the 
depertment in the label at the foot. It was, however, considéred 
inedvisable from a Post Office point of view to heve different stamp 
then those from the current, and the devices employed by private 
firms and the Oxford Union Society, against misuse, were then 
resorted to, Printing on the back did not meet the requirements 
and there remained but over-printing on the tace or perforating 
initials or designs through the stamp. This latter method was 
just coming to the front, and much encouraged by the Post Office. 
Consequently it was tried by the Government Department of the 


1882. As, however, the perforeted device wes not easy to 
distinguish from those used by private firms, perticulerly when on 
B letter, this method wes not adapted by the other depabiments, 
excepting the Office of Wiorks, which used it for a short period =- 
August. 1895 to March, 1896. The Boar of Trede, however, retained 
it till ell distinctive officiel stemps were tfinnelly abolished 

on 14th, May, 1904. 


F Board of Trade, and the iirst issue was made on the 27th, January, 
> 


Their appearance passed quite vanoticed in philatelic 
circles, and for many years it wes littlr thought that the 
perforation of a Crown, with the initials B.T. underneath, was 
of an ofiiciel cherecter on a per with the overprint I.R. orficiel 
which c eated much of e stir when it appeared in September, 1882. 


A warrant tor their preperation, such es wes required for, 
the overprinted'officials@ not being necessary, no officiel reoord 
is available of what stemps, or how meny of any stamp, were so 
perforated. 


The officiel information aveileble states anly: "That they 
" were íir:t used on January, 27th, 1882, ang that all stamps " from 
the gd to 1/- values current between that date and " Ilay, 14th, 1904 
(when their use, in common with other" "official stamps, was 
discontinued), were issued to, as required, " and used by the 
department." 


As, however, the 2d. blue (line engreved), plate 15, was 
one oí the first Board of Trade Officiels, it is evident that the 
stamps were prepared some months before issue, es this stamp wes 
supereeded by the 2d. Cermine Rose ( De La Rue Series) in 
Novemuer, 1880. I propose, therefore, listing the stemps that 
may possibly be found Board of Trade official, marking those with 
an asterisk that I bave actuelly seen. 


It is evident thet two, if not more, perforating 
mechiaes were employed during the 234 teers these stamps were 
in use, as the holes in the earlier issues are considerably 
lerger than in the later ones, which ere also found without the 
full stop between the initiels. They were, no doubt, 
intentionally made smaller, as the larger the hole the more tender 
and likely to tear wes the ctgup. It is probable that the 
machine consisted of ouly Roe device, each stamp in a row being 
punched seperately, but the rows were folded up either 
vertically or horizontally, 6nd severel thicknesses of stamps 
perforated simultaneously, as one cen find vertical peirs with 
the device, tet-beche, or horizoat&el pairs with one of the 
designs reversed. in the case the crown being symmetrical it 
eoes not show any difrerences, but the letter rgerd TA. 


Being hand punched, end & number of stemps punctured 
by one operation, the quantity of minor varities resulting is rather 
bige 


Besides the principal ones, the tete-beche and reversed 
varieties slready mentioned, one can find stemps with e:ther the 
B or the T, or with both entirely, or in part, not punctured, the 
T reading like and inverted L, or with a short upright or 
horizontal stroke. Exemples ere found with the pert ot the 
Crown missing, ead I have seen some whth the crown only. 


Other ilews in the ^esign ere due to the breeking of 
single pins, and ere quite too auuerous to meation. 


In common with other Government Departments, the Board 
ot trade correspondence to end irom heed quérters wes franked, and tl 
the use oi stamps unnecessary. 


Stemps were only used by the Haed Office ior letters 
going abroad, and by breach ofiices ior all correspondence other 
ihéu.tbat eddresse’ to heed quérters. As the Boerd of Trade 
hes ao foréágun branches, it follows that muxhx most of their 
stamps went to foreign countries (mostly to Captains of British 
boats at foreign ports), aad their rarity is thus expleined. Added 
to this is the tact thet hardly enaybody wes waw &were oi their 
Of.iciel charecter, sad they, were no doubt, dest:oyed es 
damaged (i.e perforeted) stamps. 


A Yew may be found with cencelletion of a seapoert, 
but most oi them have the Loafon postmark. 


Since 1887, to meet requireweats of the -arcel Post Act, 
&n occasionel copy is to be found that hes been used on a percel. 


Why these stemps are not catelogue8 i cannot uaderstand 
English spec-tlists' cetalo.ues iia? room ior 'Firms names on 
back’ "College issues' ‘Private telegraph compeaies' and latterly 
Railway letter stamps; evea our Stenderc Catelogue includes 
Frivete and sray telegraphs; mostly issued only by permission of 


ihe Goverauent, but ell agree in ignoring these &lihoogh 
ectvally issue? by the Government. 


Liss OF SLAPS POSSIHLY USEL AS B.O0.7. Orv ICIALS 
* denotes kiown to bave been uded. 


*zd. blue, pl. 15. line engreved series 
£40, pl. 20, svritce priated 
* 21 


22 
25 
$8. pl. 20, spray 
£0, crown 
£1, " 
zl, lilec end cérmiae. 
40, pl. 17, movse brown, wak. gerter. 
pi " " " crown. 
18, " " n" " 
680, pl. 17, grey, spray. 
75 " crowa. 
18, " " 
18, lilec en carmine. 
l/- pi. 15, orenge, Spray. 
* crown. 
14, " " 


IE LA RUE SE ES. 


gd. green *lgð. venetian red. 

ld. veaetien red. £d. carmine rose. 
. 1884 issue. Unirtied series 

* 50. blue black 4d. green 

*1 5. lilac 50. " 

ed. " od,  " 

*ud. " 90. * 

od. " * l/- " 


Jubilee issue 


*yjd. vermilion *4d. 
là. lilac 14 dots *4gjd 
*10. " 16 dots *5d e 
*lgd " *od. 
*£d. H *98. 
*gs X *100. 
*$d. " *1/- 


*z0 blue green 
* 1/- red 62d uüreen. 


KIW EDAR series 


yd. eg * od. 
*10. *od * 9d. 
*l48 *4d * 108 
*24 *5d *i/— 


